                                             About Dale Calder
Dale was born shortly after WWII ended and was raised and educated in Whangarei, now the commercial and farming hub of Northland. He went on to further his tertiary studies in Wellington. He gained qualifications in management and taxation when employed with the Inland Revenue Dept, later undertaking investigative and management roles there and then the Dept of Social Welfare. These positions had him travelling throughout the whole of Northland, so he knows the region very well.

Several years were also spent overseas, in Europe, where he was to meet and marry his Greek wife, Maria. The couple have two adult sons.

After taking early retirement in 1997, Dale went selling real estate for several years in the city, before moving into a sales and design consultancy role with a building firm in Hamilton. In more recent years he has dabbled in internet marketing and on settling in Auckland, he ran a social media consultancy services business. He is now semi-retired.

Dale has an avid interest in family genealogical research, is a keen reader and is a veritable Philhellene with a keen interest in all things Greek. He has written a number of respected peer online publications, produced several websites and undertaken copywriting, proof-reading and editing services. His other interests include theatre and music and getting out and about on his motorcycle.

                               Background to the 2nd N.Z.E.F. database
Dale’s late father, W R (Mick) Calder had served overseas with the 2nd N.Z.E.F. as had many of Mick’s friends and associates. Although his father never spoke much about his own personal experiences, he was a great raconteur and held Dale spellbound when he recounted some of the things he had observed or heard as regards his buddies.

It is unclear when the germ of an idea began to form to produce some sort of online memorial to Northland’s sons and daughters, who had served overseas, in WWII. Chances are that it happened shortly before Dale’s move to Auckland in 2006, when he discovered that there were archival records of all who had embarked, held in the Auckland Central Library. 

There were of course physical memorials in the Northern districts, to those who had fallen, but seemingly nothing acknowledging those who had served and been fortunate enough to return home. Dale was also to find out later that many of the inscriptions on those memorials were inaccurate and indeed that some names which should have been on them were not. 

The thought dawned .. Why not produce an online repository, where names and other brief details of all the soldiers and war nurses having that commonality with Whangarei, could be placed?

Many days were spent in the Auckland Library back in 2006, with the intention of trawling through the Nominal Rolls and extracting, by hand, the needed information. The criterion used for selection being all of those having identity with an area within 50 km of Whangarei. They say there is no fool like an old fool! All of this information ended up being subsequently transferred onto an Excel spreadsheet and then some years later .. that might have been the end of the matter.

But .. not so. In the ten years since that time more and more authoritative websites have started to materialise online and some of these were able to provide so much more information for the ‘list’.

The intention was that the spreadsheet database just be produced for the local libraries, high schools and perhaps the local RSAs .. but as more and more information came to hand it seemed sensible to put up a website, to assist researchers make best use of the resource which had been produced. 

Just before the 2015 Anzac Day Centennial Commemorations the website was up and running and some excellent press was received from the Northland newspapers and Radio NZ. Some very salutary feedback was received. At the same time the database 

was made available on CD to the Northland libraries and the larger High schools, the Waiouru Military Museum, the Whangarei RSA and the NZ Society of Genealogists.

Since that time, the decision has been made to expand the database even further. That has meant a second complete trawl through the Nominal Rolls; several months of work. The territory it covers now extends from the North Cape all the way down to Wellsford, across to Port Albert and over to Great Barrier on the eastern side.

A plethora of data from diverse sources has been brought together, cross-checked,  and merged to create the database you see today. It is absolutely unique, is the product of tens of thousands of hours of work, is an invaluable resource to genealogical and whakapapa researchers and indeed anyone with an interest in Northland’s history and is I hope a fitting memorial to all those, whose names appear on it. The database comprises around 7,900 lines of data spread over 32 columns; all pertaining to around 6,500 soldiers and war nurses.

Additionally, spreadsheets have been produced with extracted information for each separate embarkation and for those who did not survive the war. There is also a handy Quickstart Guide available.

The website is to be found at http://freedomscall.nzmkr.com. It is very comprehensive and also has links pointing to many useful resources to be found online.    

Dale W Calder. Auckland, 13th August 2018 

